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Information on group work 

 
Since 19th March the forum www.its-our-Europe.eu is online.  

 

Nearly all participating groups have presented their topic in the forum since then.  

 

Now we are really getting started! 

 

In the following you will find important information about the work in the forum: 

 

    

1. Language 

 

Three languages can be used in the forum: German, English and French. The groups and the 

participants themselves can decide which language they wish to use. If you don’t understand 

a certain post, just ask for translation help directly in the forum. Another participants or the 

project team will help you quickly. 

 

 

2. Weekly journal 

 

Once a week your group posts a short text on the status quo of your group work: the weekly 

journal. A participant of your group describes in two to three sentences (or more if you like) 

how your project is proceeding, what question you are currently working at, if you have an 

idea, a question or if you noticed a problem. You are also welcome to post pictures of your 

group work.  

 

Technical advice 

The weekly journal should be posted in the thread of your topic. Click on the blue button 

“Discussion “ and then on your topic. Click “answer” to send a post and choose the button 

“Weekly journal”: The post will be framed and marked as “Weekly journal” 
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3. Three work phases 

 
The work in the forum is divided in three phases. At the end of each phase your group posts a 

report in the forum. In your report you are answering the guiding questions of the respective 

phase. Size: max. two pages. You are also welcome to post a Power point presentation or a 

poster. 

 

Technical advice:  

Please create a new subfolder for the results of the three phases. Click on your topic and on 

“new subfolder“ on the right side. Please name the subfolder “results of phase 1” (or “results 

of phase 2”, “results of phase 3”). 

 

Three phasesThree phasesThree phasesThree phases  

19.03.2012

Sept. 2012

8.06.2012

06.07.2012

11.05.2012

Start of the Forum online

Phase 1: Strenghts and weaknesses analysis/Problem awareness

In this phase you analyse your topic with the help of these guiding questions:

Who is affected by the problem?

Why is the topic selected a European matter of concern?

Which other aspects must be taken into consideration? (e.g. is e-mobility a purely 
ecological topic or do other economic aspects play a role? Will an ageing society have 

only social or also economic consequences?)

Which strategies for solutions are available today? Are they developed by region, state 
or by the European Union?

Can the challenges be met by individual states?

Local forum

Phase 2: topic: participation and democratic legitimation

Based on the previous analysis you are now going to deal with the topic of civic 

participation and democratic structures in phase 2.

Who should solve the problem?

How can a democratically legitimate European solution be found?

Who should agree to the problem?

How could direct participation of citizens in political decision-making be organized?

Phase 3: Possible solutions

Groups discuss solutions based on knowledge previously gathered which relate to 

their topic.

With which democratic structures that you discussed in phase 2 could the problems be 
solved? 

How can, in particular young people, participate?

How can the participation of mostly young people be achieved?

How can each individual play a role and take on responsibility?

Results of phase 1

Results of phase 3

Results of phase 2

! Please create a new

subfolder for the

results of the phases! 

Click on your topic

and then on “new

subfolder“ on the right 

side.
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4. Contacts 

 

If you have any questions concerning the forum online, don’t hesitate to contact me.  

 

Forum online, discussion platform 

Anne-Sophie Barreau 

Stadt Ludwigsburg 

Fachbereich Organisation und Personal 

Telephone: 0049 (0) 7141 93 03 39  

Email: a.barreau@ludwigsburg.de 

 

 

Susanne Karstedt is responsible for the coordination of the project. She will be glad to answer 

all your questions concerning the overall project “It’s our Europe” and the festivities on the 

occasion of the 50th anniversary of De Gaulle’s speech.  

 

Project coordination  

Susanne Karstedt 

Stadt Ludwigsburg 

Fachbereich Organisation und Personal  

Telephone: 0049 (0) 7141 910 22 38 

Email: s.karstedt@ludwigsburg.de 


